
Automated Ground Truth Data Generation for Newspaper Document Images

Thomas Strecker 1, Joost van Beusekom2, Sahin Albayrak1, Thomas M. Breuel2,3

1DAI Labor Technical University Berlin, Germany
2Image Understanding and Pattern Recognition (IUPR) Research Group

Technical University of Kaiserslautern, Germany
3German Research Center for Artificial Intelligence (DFKI), Kaiserslautern, Germany

{joost, tmb}@iupr.com, {thomas.strecker,sahin.albayrak}@dai-labor.de

Abstract

In document image understanding, public datasets with
ground-truth are an important part of scientific work. They
are not only helpful for developing new methods, but also
provide a way of comparing performance. Generating these
datasets, however, is time consuming and cost-intensive
work, requiring a lot of manual effort. In this paper we
both propose a way to semi-automatically generate ground-
truthed datasets for newspapers and provide a comprehen-
sive dataset. The focus of this paper is layout analysis
ground truth. The proposed two step approach consists of a
module which automatically creates layouts and an image
matching module which allows to map the ground truth in-
formation from the synthetic layout to the scanned version.
In the first step, layouts are generated automatically from
a news corpus. The output consists of a digital newspaper
(PDF file) and an XML file containing geometric and log-
ical layout information. In the second step, the PDF files
are printed, scanned and aligned with the synthetic image
obtained by rendering the PDF. Finally, the geometric and
logical layout ground truth is mapped onto the scanned im-
age.

1 Introduction

Public document image datasets with ground truth infor-
mation play an important role in the document image under-
standing community. They are not only useful for develop-
ing new approaches, but also allow to compare the perfor-
mance of different methods without the need to implement
these from scratch.

Generating such datasets is a time-consuming and costly
process. Frequently, the needed ground truth has to be cre-
ated manually, limiting the size of the dataset. The com-
plexity of ground truth is also an inhibiting factor: the more

detail it is supposed to provide, the more effort has to be
made to generate it. This is the main reason why so few
different ground-truthed datasets exist for layout analysis.

In this work we present a new approach for ground-
truthed dataset generation. A layout generation system used
to generate personalized newspapers is adapted to generate
a set of newspapers and their corresponding ground truth.
The resulting documents are then printed, if needed also
degenerated, and then scanned. The ground geometric and
logical layout information obtained during the layout gen-
erating step is aligned to the scanned image. Finally a set of
ground-truthed document images is obtained. An overview
of the system can be found in Figure 1.

Section 2 gives a short overview of existing datasets and
related work. Section 3 presents the details of the lay-
out generating process, while Section 4 explains how the
ground truth information is matched with the scanned im-
ages. The results of our experiments are discussed in Sec-
tion 5, and Section 6 concludes this paper.

2 Related Work

Guyon et al. [9] gave an overview of existing datasets for
optical character recognition and document understanding
back in 1997. Several new datasets for page segmentation
have been released since then. For ICDAR contests, small
datasets have been made available (about 20 to 40 images
each), e.g. for the ICDAR 2001 newspaper segmentation
contest [7] or the ICDAR 2003, 2005 and 2007 page seg-
mentation contests [3, 1, 2]. Recently, Todoran et al. [18]
released the UvA color document dataset consisting of 1014
color document images of different magazines.

It is clear that diversified and rich ground truth - by def-
inition - will not be generated in a fully automatic process.
Nevertheless, some research has been done concerning the
automated generation of ground truth for different docu-
ment image understanding tasks.
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Print     Scan
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Figure 1. A digital newspaper is generated to-
gether with ground truth. The document is
printed, scanned and aligned to the synthetic
image. Using the resulting transformation
parameters the coordinates of the ground
truth layout components in the scanned im-
age are computed.

For Optical Character Recognition (OCR) several ap-
proaches have been presented. Forced alignment is being
used to generate the data from line- or word-level tran-
scription in [22, 13]. Hobby [12] presented an approach
in 1997 using alignment between a scanned image and the
electronic version of the document containing ground truth
information. Kanungo et al. [14, 15] present a closed-loop
approach using document image alignment for automatic
generation of OCR ground truth. In our previous work [20]
we extended this method with more robust alignment al-
lowing to cope with distortions introduced during the print-
ing and scanning process. However, all of these methods
only generate character level ground truth. This does not
satisfy the requirements needed for layout analysis perfor-
mance evaluation.

In the field of page segmentation ground truth genera-
tion, Héroux et al. [11] presented a system generating syn-
thetic images with corresponding ground truth. The advan-
tage of our approach is that it produces real-world images
that have undergone the printing/scanning process, in con-
trast to the synthetic images from Héroux’s approach.

3 Layout Generation

3.1 MyNews System

The layouts are generated by components of the
”MyNews” system. This system is part of a project which
examined the personalization of user interfaces and used the

idea of personalized newspapers as one example. Users can
choose from a set of news sources and topics. Content from
these sources can be collected either via a web extraction
framework, web services or FTP and is subsequently trans-
formed into an internal XML format. These XML files form
the input for the layout algorithm.

The goal of the system was to provide a daily newspaper
with articles especially relevant for a user laid out in a way
which resembles as much as possible the look-and-feel of
traditional newspapers. Therefore, the system uses a style
guide which is described in the following section.

3.2 Style Guide

In order to understand and evaluate the aesthetic quality
of an image, e.g. a user interface or a layout, different mod-
els have been proposed (cf. [16], [10]), which define and
combine criteria for the measurement of aesthetic quality.

In our approach, the basic concept of the layout is the
employment of a 4-by-16 grid structure (cf. Figure 2).
Grids are a well-known design principle1,2 and most news-
papers use it in a more or less strict way (exceptions are
typically found in the yellow press).

It is clear that the use of a grid naturally optimizes sev-
eral of the proposed criteria, e.g. alignment, regularity and
uniformity and separation.

Based on the grid, articles may only occupy a rectangular
area of connected cells. While the text of articles is broken
into lines which may not span more than one column, arti-
cle headlines and media may span any number of columns.
Depending on the number of columns a headline is laid out
in different sizes but never hyphenated unless a hyphen is
already present in the text; article text is laid out in a single
size and hyphenation is applied when needed. After break-

1http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2008/02/11/award-winning-
newspaper-designs/

2http://poynteronline.org/column.asp?id=47&aid=37529

Figure 2. Grid Structure for Pages



ing the text of a paragraph into lines, whitespace is inserted
to simulate justified alignment of the text.

If an article contains media elements the best one is cho-
sen based on the desired width of media and aspect ratios.
This ensures that media elements retain their original aspect
ratio and are not skewed.

After each part (headline, article text and media) has
been laid out, they are arranged to form a layout variant
for the article. Because an article may be laid out span-
ning any number of columns, and with or without media
elements in different positions, each article can be laid out
in several variants instead of only one. The procedure for
selecting variants from the pool and placing them on a page
is done with an optimization algorithm which is described
in the next section.

3.3 Optimization Procedure

The task of selecting and placing laid out articles on
a grid is essentially a Cutting & Packing problem ([21])
andNP -hard. Therefore, several approximation algorithms
have been proposed, among them stochastic and greedy al-
gorithms. While the former work with randomization to
improve an existing solution, greedy algorithms work by
ordering items and adding them to the solution if it is fea-
sible. As was shown in [17] a version of the ε-approximate
relative greedy algorithm which provides predictable results
of good quality at a fair computational complexity.

In our case the order of items is determined by their
”density”, i.e. the ratio of their value and their weight
(di = vi

wi
). In the case of generating newspaper pages we

define the weight and value of an article layout to be the
area it occupies and the contribution to the total value, re-
spectively.

Adding an item to the solution is performed with the help
of a placement strategy which determines the next possible
location where an article may be placed. We use an ex-
tension of the basic bottom-left heuristic ([6]) which allows
skipping areas into which no item fits. Figure 3 a, b and d
show the computation of the next available area in different
situations; c shows the case when skipping of the next free
area (dark) creates a new placement option for large items.

( a ) ( b ) ( c ) ( d )

Figure 3. Strategy used for placing articles

The total value of a layout is then computed with the

formula given in [17] which considers the relevance of the
original article, the coverage of the layout and the contribu-
tion to the coverage of the page, i.e.

f(i) = ri + ci +
wi ∗ hi

WH −
∑

j∈B
j 6=i

wjhj

where i is the layout to score, wi and hi are the width and
height of the item, W and H are the number of rows and
columns of the page, and B is the set of items already placed
on the page. Of course, other formulas can be used to cap-
ture specific requirements. The total page score is then com-
puted as the sum over all item values.

The ε-approximate algorithm finally works in two com-
bined loops: The outer loop iterates over all items, plac-
ing each item at the first available position. The inner loop
fills the page by recomputing the densities of the remain-
ing items and selecting the one with the highest density for
placement until no item can be placed anymore. The algo-
rithm selects the best of the generated layouts and returns
it.

The final step in the layout generation process consists
of generating a PDF from the layout.

4 Ground Truth Data Mapping

In order to obtain more realistic data, the generated
electronic documents are printed, degraded analogously if
wanted and scanned again. The degradation step can be
used to generate data containing a specific kind of problem,
e.g. using thin paper to increase the bleed-through effects.

The next steps consist of mapping the ground truth for
the electronic document to the scanned images. First, syn-
thetic images of the electronic document are generated
(Step 1). Second, the transformation parameters to align
the synthetic image with the scanned image are computed
(Step 2). Last (Step 3), the positions of the ground truth
elements in the scanned image are computed using the pa-
rameters from the second step.

Step 1 can be solved using standard software for render-
ing electronic documents, in our case PDF files, to image
files. Step 2 is solved using a method described in our pre-
vious work [19]. A short overview will be given in Sec-
tion 4.1.

In step 3 the coordinates of the ground truth elements are
transformed to the coordinates in the scanned image and so
all information needed to generated the ground truth for the
scanned images is generated.

4.1 Document Image Alignment

The method used for aligning two document images has
been described in more detail in our previous work [19]. In



the following a short overview of the alignment method will
be given.

Step 2 consists of finding the transformation parameters
tx and ty (translation in x and y direction), s (scale) and
α (rotation angle) that align both images so that they are
superimposed.

For finding the optimal parameters, we use an opti-
mal branch-and-bound search algorithm, called RAST [4]
(Recognition by Adaptive Subdivision of Transformation
Space). The quality function optimized by the branch-and-
bound search is defined as the number of model points
matching an image point under the error bound ε.

At start, the algorithm is initialized with the whole pa-
rameter space, also called transformation space. The initial
search space is given by [txmin, txmax]× [tymin, tymax]×
[amin, amax]× [smin, smax].

Next, the parameter space is divided into two parts. The
quality of these parts, also called parameter subspaces, is
computed. Let B = {b1, . . . , bN} ∈ R2 be the set of image
points in the scanned image and M = {m1,mM} ∈ R2

the set of points in the synthetic image, also called “model
points” (in order to stick to the original notation of the
RAST algorithm). For each model point m, a bounding
rectangleGR(m) can be computed using the transformation
space to be searched. This rectangle represents the possible
positions where a model point m may be transformed to,
using all possible transformations from the current transfor-
mation subspace. If the distance d = ming∈GR(m),b∈B ||g−
b|| is less than a threshold ε, a potential match is found and
the quality of the parameter subspace is incremented. A
more detailed description of RAST can be found in [4, 5].

RAST uses a priority queue containing the parameter
subspaces in order of their upper bound quality. The sub-
space with highest priority is divided into two new sub-
space, by splitting it into two parts of equal size. For each
part, the new upper bound quality is determined and both
subspaces are added into the priority queue. These steps
are repeated until a stopping criterion is met. In our case
the method stops when the size of the remaining parameter
subspace is smaller than a given threshold.

Centers of connected components are used as image
points, as these are relatively stable and easy to compute. A
filtering step is added before the branch-and-bound search
to speed up the computation of the upper bound of the qual-
ity: to avoid comparing bounding boxes that are not similar
at all, Fourier descriptors for the contour of the connected
components have been extracted [8], describing the shape of
the connected component. In order to be invariant to scale
and rotation, the connected components are downscaled to
a fixed size and the phase is discarded to obtain rotation in-
variance. For each connected component only the n most
similar image points are considered for the quality estima-
tion. The value of n = 50 was chosen manually and proved

to work well for standard documents.

5 Discussion

In Figure 4 a few examples of generated layouts are
shown. It can be seen that the variety of the obtained lay-
outs is considerable. Despite this progress, it is clear that
currently there is no automated method that could generate
a general dataset covering the total variety of all possible
(and sometimes weird) newspaper layouts. However, fu-
ture improvements of the layout algorithm can lead to more
general data sets. This will certainly present a good starting
point for evaluation of different layout analysis and page
segmentation methods on newspaper data.

6 Conclusion

In this paper we presented a new approach for ground-
truthed dataset generation. Using an automatic layout
generation system for personalized newspapers, synthetic
ground-truthed images are generated. In the second step
these are printed, degenerated, and scanned. A document
image alignment technique is used to compute the transfor-
mation to align the ground truth from the generation step to
the scanned image. Logical as well as geometrical ground
truth for layout analysis is obtained. Optionally also OCR
ground truth can be generated. The generated dataset set
of ground-truthed pages will be based on texts by dpa3 and
images freely available on wikimedia commons4, and will
be made available for research purposes.
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Suu Kyi zu

Gespräch bei
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    Rangun  (dpa)  -  Die  bir-
m a n i s c h e  O p p o s i t i o n s f ü h r e -
rin   Aung  San  Suu  Kyi  ist
überraschend   mit    Vertre-
tern  des Militärregimes ...
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Gesellschaft
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Krippen-Ausbau
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Ausbau   der   K inderbet reu-
ung  e i ne  we i t e r e  Hü rde  ge -
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default_user

testet MyNews in

den T-LABS

    Die   führenden  europäi-
schen      Innovat ionstester
be su ch t en   heu t e  d i e  Deu t -
schen   Te lekom   Laborato-
ries in Berlin.
    Die    klassische   Zeitung
hat   ausgedient.

Kalenderblatt
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Oktober

    Hamburg  (dpa) - Das ak-
t ue l l e  Ka l ende rb l a t t  f ü r  d en
26. Oktober:
    43. Kalenderwoche
    299.

Lufthansa auf

Rekordkurs

    (t-online)
    Die
    Deutsche Lufthansa
    hat  in  den  ersten neun
Monaten  mi t   Ausnahme ih-
rer I
    in  a l len Geschäftsfeldern
d e n  B e t r i e b s g e w i n n  g e s t e i -
gert.

Simply Red

geben Trennung

bekannt

    London (dpa) - Nach fast
e inem     V ie r te l jahrhunder t
auf  den  Bühnen  der  Welt
s t eh t  d i e  b r i t i s che  Popg rup -
pe Simply Red vor dem Aus.

USA planen neue

Sanktionen

gegen Iran

    Washington  (dpa)  -  Die
USA   wol len  im  Al le ingang
neue    Sankt ionen    gegen
den   Iran  verkünden.

30-Stunden-Streik bei der

Bahn hat begonnen

    Berl in (dpa) - Der bislang
l ä n g s t e  S t r e i k  d e r  L o k f ü h -
r e r -  G e w e r k s c h a f t  G D L  h a t
a m  D o n n e r s t a g m o r g e n
n a c h  A n g a b e n  d e r  D e u t -
s c h e n  B a h n  z u  e r h e b l i c h e n
B e e i n t r ä c h t i g u n g e n  i m  R e -
g i o n a l -  u n d  S - B a h n -  V e r -
k e h r  g e f ü h r t .  D i e  s t ä r k s t e n
E i n s c h r ä n k u n g e n  g e b e  e s
i n  S a c h s e n ,  S a c h s e n -  A n -
h a l t ,  T h ü r i n g e n  u n d  M e c k -
l e n b u r g - V o r p o m m e r n ,  t e i l t e
die Bahn mit.
    Auch in Brandenburg fah-
r e n  i m  R e g i o n a l v e r k e h r  n u r
w e n i g e  Z ü g e .  D e r  T a k t  d e r
B e r l i n e r  S - B a h n  i s t  s t a r k
a u s g e d ü n n t .  I m  S t a d t g e -
b i e t  k önne  e i n  10 -  b i s  2 0 -
M i n u t e n - T a k t  a u f r e c h t e r h a l -
t en  we rden .  Au ch  d i e  Ham-
b u r g e r  S - B a h n  f a h r e  a l l e
z w a n z i g  M i n u t e n .  Z w e i  S -
Bahnlinien fallen aus.
    Ebenfa l l s  s tark  betro f fen
s e i  d i e  S - B a h n  M ü n c h e n .
D i e  Z ü g e  v e r k e h r e n  i m
S t u n d e n t a k t ,  z w i s c h e n  P a -
s i n g  u n d  F l u g h a f e n  M ü n -
c h e n  a l l e  2 0  M i n u t e n .  I n
N o r d r h e i n - W e s t f a l e n  u n d
N i e d e r s a c h s e n  f a h r e n  r u n d
5 0  P r o z e n t  d e r  R e g i o n a l z ü -
g e ,  d i e  S - B a h n  R h e i n - R u h r
f ä h r t  i m  3 0  M i n u t e n -  T a k t .
D i e  S - B a h n  F r a n k f u r t  f ä h r t
i m  S t u n d e n t a k t ,  d i e  R e g i o -
n a l v e r k e h r s l i n i e n  i n  H e s -
s e n ,  R h e i n l a n d - P f a l z  u n d
d e m  S a a r l a n d  s o w i e  i n  B a -
d e n - W ü r t t e m b e r g  u n d  B a y -
e r n  f a h r e n  m i t  e t w a  d e r
Häl f te  der  Züge.  Die  S-  Bah-
nen  i n  L e i p z i g  und  D re sden
f a l l e n  a u s ,  z w i s c h e n  H a l l e
und  Le ipz i g  f ah ren  d i e  Züge
im Stundentakt.
    D ie  GDL  ha t te  um 2 .00
U h r  m i t  d e m  S t r e i k  z u r
D u r c h s e t z u n g  e i n e s  e i g e n -

s t ä n d i g e  T a r i f v e r t r a g s  m i t
E i n k o m m e n s v e r b e s s e r u n -
g e n  b e g o n n e n  u n d  w i l l  b i s
F r e i t a gmo rgen  um  8 . 00  Uh r
d e n  R e g i o n a l v e r k e h r  3 0
S t u n d e n  l a n g  t e i l w e i s e
l a h m l e g e n .  S i e  w i l l  d a m i t
e r r e i c h e n ,  d a s s  r u n d  8 0
P r o z e n t  d e r  R e g i o n a l z ü g e
n i c h t  f a h r en .  D i e  B ahn  w i l l
m i t  e i n e m  E r s a t z f a h r p l a n
gu t  d i e  Hä l f t e  d e s  üb l i c h en
N a h v e r k e h r s  s i c h e r s t e l l e n .
Es  se i en  dami t  j edoch  deu t -
l i c h  w e n i g e r  Z ü g e  i m  E i n -
s a t z  a l s  n a c h  d e m  n o r m a -
l e n  F a h r p l a n ,  t e i l t e  d i e
B a h n  m i t .  I n f o r m a t i o n e n
z u m  B a h n v e r k e h r  g i b t  e s
a u f  d e r  I n t e r n e t s e i t e
w w w . b a h n . d e / a k t u e l l  u n d
un t e r  d e r  k o s t en f r e i e n  Se r -
v i c e - T e l e f o n n u m m e r
08000 99 66 33.
    In e iner halbse i t igen An-
z e i g e  i n  g r o ß e n  ü b e r r e g i o -
n a l e n  T a g e s z e i t u n g e n
w a n d t e  s i c h  d i e  B a h n  a m
D o n n e r s t a g  a n  d i e  s t r e i -
k e n d e n  L o k f ü h r e r .  D a s  b e -
r e i t s  g e m a c h t e  A n g e b o t  s e i
d a s  « b e s t e ,  w a s  w i r  m a -
c h e n  k ö n n e n » .  « M e h r  k a n n
u n s e r  U n t e r n e h m e n  n i c h t
ve r k r a f t en ,  wenn  e s  we i t e r -
h i n  s i c h e r e  A r b e i t s p l ä t z e
b i e t e n  s o l l  u n d  K ü n d i g u n -
g e n  a u s s c h l i e ß t » ,  h i e ß  e s
d a r i n .  D a s  U n t e r n e h m e n
appe l l i e r t e  an  d i e  GDL ,  da s
A n g e b o t  a u c h  i m  I n t e r e s s e
d e r  K u n d e n  a n z u n e h m e n .
E s  o r i e n t i e r t  s i c h  n a c h  w i e
v o r  a n  d e m  A b s c h l u s s ,  d e r
i m  S o m m e r  m i t  d e n  G e -
w e r k s c h a f t e n  T r a n s n e t  u n d
G D B A  e r z i e l t  w u r d e .  E s
s i eh t  4 ,5  P rozen t  mehr  E i n -
k o m m e n  u n d  e i n e  E i n m a l -
zahlung von 600 Euro vor.

Anzeige

Anzeige
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Birmas Junta verteidigt

Gewalt gegen Mönche

    Rangun  (dpa )  -  B i rmas
R e l i g i o n s m i n i s t e r  h a t  d i e
N i e d e r s c h l a g u n g  d e r
f r i e d l i c h e n   P r o t e s t e  i n  d e m
s ü d o s t a s i a t i s c h e n  L a n d  E n -
d e  S e p t e m b e r  e r n e u t  v e r -
t e i d i g t .  D i e  D e m o n s t r a n t e n
s e i e n  v o n  « f a l s c h e n »  M ö n -
chen  v e r l e i t e t  wo r den ,  s ag -
t e  B r i g a d e g e n e r a l  T h u r a
M y i n t  M a u n g  b e i
e i n e m   T r e f f e n  m i t  d e m
s t a a t l i c h  s a n k t i o n i e r t e n
Mönchsrat in Rangun.
    D a s  b e r i c h t e t e n  d i e
S t a a t s z e i t u n g e n  a m  D o n -
ne r s t ag  m i t  e i n em  B i l d ,  d a s
d e n   B r i g a d e g e n e r a l  i n  d e -
vo te r  Ha l t ung  vo r  den  Mön-
chen  z e i g t .  M i t  s o l c hen  Fo -
t o s  v e r s u c h t  d i e  M i l i t ä r r e -
g i e r u n g  d i e  B o t s c h a f t  z u
ve rm i t t e l n ,  d i e  Mön che  s e i -
e n  d e r  J u n t a  w i e d e r  w o h l -
gesonnen.
    De r  M in i s t e r  sag te ,  a l s
B u d d h i s t e n  h ä t t e n  d i e  S o l -

d a t e n  b e i  d e r  N i e d e r s c h l a -
g u n g  d e s  A u f s t a n d e s  ä u -
ß e r s t e  V o r s i c h t  w a l t e n  l a s -
s en .  Ke i n  Mönch  s e i  i n  Ge -
f a n g e n s c h a f t  u m s  L e b e n
g e k o m m e n .  D i s s i d e n t e n -
g r u p p e n  h a b e n  d a g e g e n
F o t o s  v o n  T o t e n  u n d  M i s -
shande l t en  i n  den  s a f r an r o -
t en  Roben  de r  Mön che  v e r -
ö f f e n t l i c h t .  D i e  G e w a l t  g e -
gen  d i e  Mönche  ha t  i n  dem
b u d d h i s t i s c h e n  L a n d
e i n   T a b u  g e b r o c h e n .  D i e
M e n s c h e n  s i n d  ü b e r  d a s
Vo rgehen  nach  w i e  vo r  en t -
setzt.
    D i e  Jun ta  e rnann te  un-
t e r d e s s e n  G e n e r a l l e u t n a n t
T h e i n  S e i n  z u m  P r e m i e r m i -
n i s te r .  E r  t r i t t  d ie  Nach fo lge
d e s  M i t t e  O k t o b e r  g e s t o r -
benen  Soe  Win  an .  Das  Amt
i s t  m i t  ke i ne r l e i  Mach t  aus -
ges ta t te t ,  da  d ie  Po l i t i k  von
d e r  M i l i t ä r j u n t a  b e s t i m m t
wird.

Staat verdient laut «Bild» an

hoher Inflation Milliarden

    Hamburg (dpa) - Die stei-
g ende  I n f l a t i o n  i n  Deu t s c h -
l a n d  b e s c h e r t  n a c h  e i n e m
B e r i c h t  d e r  « B i l d » - Z e i t u n g
d e m  d e u t s c h e n  F i s k u s
e i n e n  w e i t e r e n  G e l d r e g e n
i n  M i l l i a r d e n h ö h e .  W i e  d a s
B l a t t  u n t e r  B e r u f u n g  a u f
B e r e c h n u n g e n  d e s  B u n d e s
d e r  S t e u e r z a h l e r  s c h r e i b t ,
we rden  i n  d i e sem Jah r  übe r

d i e  M e h r w e r t s t e u e r  v o r a u s -
s i ch t l i c h  r und  3 ,3  M i l l i a r den
Eu r o  z u s ä t z l i c h  i n  d i e  K a s -
s en  von  Bund ,  L ände rn  und
G e m e i n d e n  f l i e ß e n .  S t e i -
g e n d e  P r e i s e  b e i  W a r e n
u n d  D i e n s t l e i s t u n g e n  w ü r -
d e n  z u  e n t s p r e c h e n d  h ö h e -
r e n  M e h r w e r t s t e u e r -  E i n -
nahmen führen.

Kalenderblatt 2007: 25.

Oktober

    Hamburg (dpa) - Das ak-
t ue l l e  Ka l ende rb l a t t  f ü r  d en
25. Oktober:
    43. Kalenderwoche
    298. Tag des Jahres
    Noch  67  Tage  b i s  zum
Jahresende
    Sternzeichen: Skorpion
    N a m e n s t a g :  K r i s p i n ,
Daria, Chrysanth
    HISTORISCHE DATEN
    2006 -  Deutsch land rea-
g i e r t  en t se t z t  au f  Fo tos  von
B u n d e s w e h r s o l d a t e n ,  d i e  i n
A f g h a n i s t a n  e i n e n  T o t e n
g e s c h ä n d e t  h a b e n  s o l l e n .
D a s  V e r t e i d i g u n g s m i n i s t e r i -
um  künd i g t  am  15 .  De zem-
b e r  D i s z i p l i n a r v e r f a h r e n  f ü r
sieben Soldaten an.
    2005  -  De r  e r s t e  hoch
a u f l ö s e n d e  F e r n s e h k a n a l
Deu t s ch l and s  geh t  i n  Ka r l s -
ruhe  au f  Sendung .  Das  P ro -
g r a m m  v o n  « H D  H I T »  w i r d
d u r c h g ä n g i g  i m  n e u e n
H D T V - F e r n s e h f o r m a t  p r o d u -
ziert.
    2 0 0 2  -  D a s  b i s  d a h i n
w e l t w e i t  m o d e r n s t e  C o n t a i -
ne r t e rm ina l  i n  Hamburg -  A l -
t enwe rde r  w i r d  o f f i z i e l l  e i n -
geweiht.
    1993 - In Schwarze Pum-
p e  ( h e u t e  O r t s t e i l  v o n
S p r e m b e r g  i n  B r a n d e n b u r g )
w i r d  de r  G runds t e i n  f ü r  e i n
1 6 0 0 -  M e g a w a t t -  B r a u n -
k o h l e k r a f t w e r k  g e l e g t .  A m
3.  Jun i  1998  w i rd  es  in  Be-
trieb genommen.
    1983 -  Soldaten aus den
U S A  u n d  v o n  s e c h s  A n r a i -
n e r s t a a t e n  l a n d e n  a u f  d e r
o s t k a r i b i s c h e n  I n s e l  G r e n a -
da  und  ve r t r e i ben  l i n k s rad i -
k a l e  P u t s c h i s t e n  a u s  d e m
Inselstaat.
    1971 -  Die Vo lksrepubl ik
Ch i na  w i r d  i n  d i e  Ve r e i n t en
N a t i o n e n  a u f g e n o m m e n ,
n a c h d e m  a u f  D r ä n g e n  P e -
k i ngs  Ta iwan  aus  de r  O rga -
n i s a t i o n  a u s g e s c h l o s s e n
worden war.
    1 929  -  De r  «S chwa r z e
F re i t ag»  an  de r  New  Yo rke r

B ö r s e  m a r k i e r t  d e n  B e g i n n
d e r  W e l t w i r t s c h a f t s k r i s e .
Z u  d e n  g r ö ß t e n  K u r s s t ü r -
z e n  k o m m t  e s  a m  2 4 .  u n d
29. Oktober.
    1912 - Die Oper «Ariadne
a u f  N a x o s »  v o n  R i c h a r d
S t r a u s s  w i r d  i n  S t u t t g a r t
uraufgeführt.
    1836 -  Auf  der  P lace de
l a  C o n c o r d e  i n  P a r i s  w i r d
d e r  O b e l i s k  v o n  L u x o r  a u f -
gestellt.
    AUCH DAS NOCH
    2005 -  dpa  me ldet :  Um
das  l e i d i ge  P rob l em m i t  de r
a b g e l a u f e n e n  P a r k d a u e r  z u
u m g e h e n ,  h a t  e i n  1 9 - J ä h r i -
g e r  i n  G a g g e n a u  ( B a d e n -
W ü r t t e m b e r g )  i n  s e i n  A u t o
e i n e  P a r k s c h e i b e  m i t  e i n e m
U h r w e r k  g e l e g t ,  d a s  d e n
Z e i g e r  a u f  d e r  S c h e i b e
s e l b s t s t ä n d i g  w e i t e r d r e h t .
W e g e n  V e r s t o ß e s  g e g e n
d i e  S t r a ß e n v e r k e h r s o r d -
n u n g  w u r d e  d i e  K o n s t r u k t i -
o n  v o n  d e r  P o l i z e i  b e -
schlagnahmt.
    GEBURTSTAGE
    1977 -  B i rg i t  Pr inz  (30),
d e u t s c h e  F u ß b a l l e r i n ,  W e l t -
meisterin 2003 und 2007
    1 931  -  Ann i e  G i r a r do t
( 7 6 ) ,  f r a n z ö s i s c h e  S c h a u -
sp i e l e r i n  ( «Dok t o r  F r an co i s e
Gailland»)
    1 8 8 1  -  P a b l o  P i c a s s o ,
s p a n i s c h e r  M a l e r  ( « G u e r n i -
ca»), gest. 1973
    1 8 3 8  -  G e o r g e s  B i z e t ,
f r a n z ö s i s c h e r  K o m p o n i s t
(«Carmen»), gest. 1875
    1757 -  Heinr ich Fr iedr ich
Ka r l  Re i ch s f r e i he r r  vom und
z u m  S t e i n ,  p r e u ß i s c h e r
S t a a t s m a n n  u n d  R e f o r m e r ,
gest. 1831
    TODESTAGE
    2002 - Richard Harris, ir i-
s c h e r  S c h a u s p i e l e r  ( « D a s
Feld»), geb. 1930
    1957 - Henry Van de Vel-
d e ,  b e l g i s c h e r  A r c h i t e k t ,
M i t b e g r ü n d e r  d e s  D e u t -
s c h e n  W e r k b u n d e s ,  g e b .
1863

Stimmung in der

deutschen

Wirtschaft trübt

sich leicht ein

    M ü n c h e n  ( d p a )  -  D i e
S t i m m u n g  i n  d e r  d e u t s c h e n
Wi r t scha f t  ha t  s i ch  im Okto-
b e r  a b e r m a l s  l e i c h t  e i n g e -
t rüb t .  Das  te i l t e  das  i f o  In -
s t i t u t  f ü r  W i r t s c h a f t s f o r -
schung  mi t .  D ie  me is ten  Ex-
p e r t e n  h a t t e n  d a m i t  g e -
r e c h n e t ,  d a s s  d e r  m i t t l e r -
w e i l e  f ü n f t e  R ü c k g a n g  d e s
K o n j u n k t u r b a r o m e t e r s  i n
F o l g e  e twa s  d eu t l i c h e r  au s -
f ä l l t .  W ä h r e n d  d i e  U n t e r -
n e h m e n  i h r e  a k t u e l l e  G e -
s c h ä f t s l a g e  e t w a s  u n g ü n -
s t i g e r  e i n s c h ä t z t e n ,  b l i e b e n
d i e  Z u k u n f t s e r w a r t u n g e n
fast unverändert.

Härtere Strafen

für

Gammelfleisch-

Händler geplant

    Be r l i n  (dpa)  -  Gammel -
f l e i s c h h ä n d l e r  m ü s s e n  m i t
h ä r t e r e n  S t r a f e n  r e c h n e n .
D a s  K a b i n e t t  b e s c h l o s s  e i n
M a ß n a h m e n p a k e t ,  m i t  d e m
das  Bußge l d  f ü r  den  Hande l
m i t  E k e l f l e i s c h  v o n  2 0   0 0 0
a u f  5 0   0 0 0  E u r o  e r h ö h t
w e r d e n  s o l l .  W e n n  e i n e m
U n t e r n e h m e r  v e r g a m m e l t e s
o d e r  g e s u n d h e i t s s c h ä d l i -
c h e s  F l e i s c h  a n g e b o t e n
w i r d ,  s o l l  e r  d i e s  d e r  z u -
s t ä n d i g e n  B e h ö r d e  m e l d e n .
D e r  O p p o s i t i o n  g e h e n  d i e
P l ä n e  n i c h t  w e i t  g e n u g .
G r ü n e n - F r a k t i o n s v i z e  B ä r -
be l  Höhn  hä l t  d i e  Bes ch l ü s -
s e  f ü r  « z u  s p ä t ,  z u  w e n i g
und zu zahm».

Anzeige
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Steinbrück wirbt für Einigkeit in der

SPD

    Ber l i n  (dpa)  -  Kurz  vor
B e g i n n  d e s  S P D -  B u n d e s -
p a r t e i t a g s  h a t  B u n d e s f i -
n a n z m i n i s t e r  P e e r  S t e i n -
b rück  (SPD)  f ü r  E i n i gke i t  i n
d e r  P a r t e i  g e w o r b e n .  M a n
m ü s s e  s i c h  n i c h t  u n b e d i n g t
f ü r  o d e r  g e g e n  P a r t e i c h e f
K u r t  B e c k  o d e r  V i z e k a n z l e r
F r a n z  M ü n t e f e r i n g  e n t s c h e i -
den.
    Das sagte Ste inbrück an-
g e s i c h t s  d e s  i n n e r p a r t e i l i -
c h en  S t r e i t s  ü be r  d i e  F o r t -
f üh r ung  de r  A r be i t sma r k t r e -
f o r m e n  a m  M i t t w o c h a b e n d
i n  d e r  A R D - S e n d u n g  « H a r t
abe r  f a i r » .  I n  Hambu rg  be -
r e i t e n  a n  d i e s e m  D o n n e r s -
t a g  d i e  S P D - G r e m i e n  d e n
a m  F r e i t a g  b e g i n n e n d e n
dreitägigen Parteitag vor.
    S te inbrück,  der  s i ch  zur
W i e d e r w a h l  a l s  V i z e v o r s i t -
z e n d e r  s t e l l t ,  v e r t e i d i g t e
a u c h  d a s  A b w e i c h e n  B e c k s
v o n  d e r  R e f o r m - « A g e n d a
2 0 1 0 » .  D e r  S P D - C h e f  f o r -
d e r t  i m  G e g e n s a t z  z u  A r -
b e i t s m i n i s t e r  M ü n t e f e r i n g
e i n e  l ä n g e r e  B e z u g s d a u e r
d e s  A r b e i t s l o s e n g e l d e s
(ALG)  I  f ü r  Ä l t e re .  Au f  dem
Pa r t e i t a g  w i r d  f ü r  d en  Vo r -
s t o ß  e i n e  M e h r h e i t  e r w a r -
t e t .  B e r l i n s  R e g i e r e n d e r
B ü r g e r m e i s t e r  K l a u s  W o w e -
r e i t  ( S P D )  s a g t e  i m  R B B :
« E s  g e h t  u m  e i n e  R i c h -
t u n g s e n t s c h e i d u n g .  D i e
S P D  m u s s  d a s  T h e m a  s o -
z i a l e  G e r e c h t i g k e i t  w i r k l i c h
w i e d e r  s t ä r k e r  i n  d e n  V o r -
dergrund stellen.»
    B e c k  s e l b s t  s a g t e  d e r

« R h e i n i s c h e n  P o s t » :  « V o n
e i n e m  D a m m b r u c h  k a n n
n icht  d ie  Rede se in .  I ch  w i l l
u n d  w e r d e  n i c h t  r ü c k w ä r t s
gehen .»  E i n e  Ab sage  e r t e i l -
t e  e r  F o r de r ungen  vom  l i n -
k e n  S P D - F l ü g e l ,  b e i  d e r
H a r t z - I V - R e f o r m  a u c h  d i e
R e g e l s ä t z e  u n d  S c h o n v e r -
mögen zu erhöhen.
    Füh rende  Ve r t r e t e r  de s
l i n k e n  u n d  r e c h t e n  F l ü g e l s
me l de t en  s i c h  i n  e i n em  ge -
m e i n s a m e n  B e i t r a g  f ü r  d i e
« S ü d d e u t s c h e  Z e i t u n g »  z u
W o r t .  S i e  v e r t e i d i g t e n  d i e
« A g e n d a  2 0 1 0 »  i m  K e r n
u n d  f o r d e r t e n  z u g l e i c h  i h r e
W e i t e r e n t w i c k l u n g .  D i e  S P D
m ü s s e  s i c h  « a l s  m o d e r n e ,
l i n k e  G e s t a l t u n g s p a r t e i  a n
d i e  S p i t z e  n a c h h a l t i g e r  R e -
fo rmen  s te l l en» ,  he i ß t  e s  i n
dem Aufsatz.
    S P D - V o r s t a n d s m i t g l i e d
W o l f g a n g  T h i e r s e  w i d e r -
s p r a c h  i n d e s  M ü n t e f e r i n g ,
d e m  z u f o l g e  P a r t e i t a g s b e -
s ch l ü s se  noch  ke i n  «Koa l i t i -
o n s -  u n d  R e g i e r u n g s h a n -
d e l n »  f e s t l e g e n .  « F r a n z
M ü n t e f e r i n g  w a r  l a n g  g e -
n u g  P a r t e i c h e f  u m  z u  w i s -
s e n ,  d a s s  P a r t e i t a g s b e -
s c h l ü s s e  e i n e n  b i n d e n d e n
A u f t r a g s c h a r a k t e r  h a b e n » ,
s a g t e  T h i e r s e  d e n  « S t u t t -
g a r t e r  N a c h r i c h t e n » .  A u c h
O t t m a r  S c h r e i n e r ,  V e r t r e t e r
d e s  l i n k e n  S P D -  A r b e i t n e h -
m e r f l ü g e l s ,  s a g t e  d e r
« B i l d » - Z e i t u n g ,  e i n  P a r t e i -
t a g s v o t u m  s e i  « e i n e  V e r -
p f l i ch tung für  d ie  SPD-  M in i -
s t e r  i n  d e r  R e g i e r u n g ,  d e n

Beschluss umzusetzen».
    Na ch  E i n s chä t zung  de s
Pa r t e i e n f o r s che r s  U l r i c h  v on
A l e m a n n  i s t  B e c k  a u s  d e m
S t r e i t  m i t  M ü n t e f e r i n g  u m
d a s  A r b e i t s l o s e n g e l d  « a l s
P a r t e i c h e f  e h e r  g e s t ä r k t »
h e r v o r g e g a n g e n .  F ü r  d e n
P a r t e i t a g  e r w a r t e  e r ,  d a s s
« a n d e r e  S c h a u p l ä t z e »  f ü r
D i s k u s s i o n s s t o f f  s o r g e n
w e r d e n ,  e t w a  d i e  B a h n p r i -
v a t i s i e r u n g  u n d  d e r  A f g h a -
n i s t a n - E i n s a t z ,  s a g t e  v o n
A l e m a n n  d e r  D e u t s c h e n
Presse-Agentur dpa.
    C S U - C h e f  E r w i n  H u b e r
s a g t e  d e r  « P a s s a u e r  N e u -
e n  P r e s s e »  m i t  B l i c k  a u f
w e i t e r e  Ä n d e r u n g e n  a n
den  Re f o rmen :  «E i ne  Po l i t i k
des  l e i ch ten  Ge ldes ,  w ie  s i e
H e r r  B e c k  o f f e n b a r  v o r h a t ,
i s t  m i t  u n s  n i c h t  z u  m a -
c h e n . »  D e r  C S U -  L a n d e s -
g r u p p e n c h e f  i m  B u n d e s t a g ,
P e t e r  R a m s a u e r ,  b e z e i c h -
n e t e  e i n e  V e r l ä n g e r u n g  d e s
A r b e i t s l o s e n g e l d - B e z u g e s
i m  B a y e r i s c h e n  R u n d f u n k
a l s  «po l i t i s c h  f a l s ch» .  CDU-
G e n e r a l s e k r e t ä r  R o n a l d  P o -
f a l l a  e r w a r t e t  v o m  S P D -
P a r t e i t a g  n u r  e i n  v o r ü b e r -
g e h e n d e s  E n d e  d e s  S P D -
i n t e r n e n  S t r e i t s .  N a c h  d e n
L a n d t a g s w a h l e n  i n  H e s s e n ,
N i e d e r s a c h s e n  u n d  H a m -
burg  Ende  Feb rua r  könne  i n
d e r  S P D  « n o c h  e i n m a l  e i n e
i n t e r e s s a n t e  P h a s e  k o m -
m e n » ,  s a g t e  e r  d e r  « B e r l i -
ner Zeitung».

Vereinte

Nationen immer

noch ohne eigene

Charta

    New York (dpa) - Die Ver-
e i n t e n  N a t i o n e n  h a b e n
a u c h  6 2  J a h r e  n a c h  i h r e r
G r ü n d u n g  i m m e r  n o c h  k e i n
E x e m p l a r  i h r e r  e i g e n e n
C h a r t a .  D a s  O r i g i n a l  m i t
d e n  5 1  U n t e r s c h r i f t e n  d e r
G r ü n d u n g s m i t g l i e d e r  l i e g t
nach  w ie  vo r  im  US-  Na t i o -
n a l a r c h i v  i n  W a s h i n g t o n .
Z u m  6 2 .  G e b u r t s t a g  d e r
V e r e i n t e n  N a t i o n e n  t e i l t e
e i ne  UN-Sp reche r i n  m i t ,  das
N a t i o n a l a r c h i v  w o l l e  d e m
U N - H a u p t q u a r t i e r  i n  N e w
Y o r k  j e t z t  e i n e  b e g l a u b i g t e
K o p i e  z u r  V e r f ü g u n g  s t e l -
l en .  Das  se i  UN-  Gene ra l se -
k re tä r  Ban  K i  Moon  be i  se i -
nem jüngs ten  Besuch  i n  de r
B u n d e s h a u p t s t a d t  z u g e -
sagt worden.

Stimmung in der

Wirtschaft trübt

sich leicht ein

    M ü n c h e n  ( d p a )  -  D i e
S t i m m u n g  i n  d e r  d e u t s c h e n
Wi r t scha f t  ha t  s i ch  im Okto-
b e r  a b e r m a l s  l e i c h t  e i n g e -
t r üb t .  De r  Ges chä f t s k l ima i n -
d e x  s e i  v o n  1 0 4 , 2  P u n k t e n
i m  V o r m o n a t  a u f  1 0 3 , 9
P u n k t e  g e s u n k e n ,  t e i l t e
d a s  i f o  I n s t i t u t  f ü r  W i r t -
schaftsforschung mit.
    D i e  m e i s t e n  E x p e r t e n
h a t t e n  d a m i t  g e r e c h n e t ,
da s s  de r  m i t t l e rwe i l e  f ün f t e
R ü c k g a n g  d e s  K o n j u n k t u r -
b a r o m e t e r s  i n  F o l g e  e t w a s
d e u t l i c h e r  a u s f ä l l t .  W ä h -
r e n d  d i e  U n t e r n e h m e n  i h r e
a k t u e l l e  G e s c h ä f t s l a g e  e t -
w a s  u n g ü n s t i g e r  e i n s c h ä t z -
t en ,  b l i eben  d i e  Zukun f t se r -
w a r t u n g e n  f a s t  u n v e r ä n -
de r t .  «Da s  E r g ebn i s  s p r i c h t
f ü r  e i n e  F o r t s e t z u n g  d e s
A u f s c h w u n g s ,  a l l e r d i n g s  m i t
n a c h l a s s e n d e r  D y n a m i k » ,
e r k l ä r t e  i f o - C h e f  H a n s -
Werner Sinn.
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